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NEWS OF ARMY, NAVY AND.MARINE CORPS
Effect of i Continental Army on State Militias Is Storm Center at Present I Social Activities ol Posts and Navy Yards Told in Dispatches

. ' ! -: : : ;

"While Chairman Chamberlain, of the
Senate Military Committee, will doubt-
less support the recommendations of the
War Department, It Is not believed that
he Is eatlsfled with the manner In which
they are being agreed upon without con
sulting the General Staff of the army.'
says the Army and Navy Journal.

"Upon his visit to the White. House on
Thursday Senator Chamberlain Is said
to have assured the President he would
support any program that would In-

crease the strength' of the land forces.
He did not go into the details of the pro-

gram with the President, but will take It
up with the Secretary of War in a few
days. He expressed the belief that the
report of the War College division of the
General Staff will be gicn out In some

form before the new legislation Is taken
up bj Congress. He will probably sug-

gest this at his conference with the Sec-rct-

of War.
" As I ttated in my letter to the Sec-

retary.- said Chairman Chamberlain.
Congress should have the expert opin-

ion of the War College and the army.
With this before us. Congress can then
decide whether It Is wise to follow the
) llcv outlined lv the War College. I
f no reason h this should not be
snnde public, and assume that It will be.
T intend to reintroduce my militia pay
bill, with certain amendments, and ex-p-- ct

it will pass without any serious op-

position at the approaching session of
I see no reason why the or-

ganization of a continental army should
Interfere with the strengthening of the
National Guard With the pay bill it
appears to me that the militia can bs
Made a dependable force. The conti-

nental army will be an experiment, and
the country cannot afford to weaken its
National Guard by any experiment with
a new force of troops. We will need all
the trained citizen soldiers that we can
obtain through both the National Guard
and the proposed continental army
There should be" no conflict between the
two organizations.

"What will be the attitude of the Na-
tional Guard toward the administration's
army legislative program may be re-

flected through the national militia
board and the executive committee cf
the National Guard Association. The
national militia board is the official or-

ganization, and its recommendations will
hare an official status when they are
made to the Secretary of War. The ex-

ecutive committee of the National Guard
.Wociatloo will report to the annual
meeting of the association, which is to
be held at San Francisco next month.

Disquieting reports have reached the
National Guard which make the organ-4z-- d

militia apprchent-lv- as to the effect
that the creation of a continental army
will hae upon the State troops. While
tliev 3re in the city the National Guard
dfficers will probably ask the Secretary
for a definite statement as to the status
of the militia under the new policy of
the department National Guard officers
hive declared that the are not opposed
to the creation of the continental army
providing that it does not Interfere with
tli development of the militia.

Some National Guard officers have ad-
vanced a rlan for Kederalizlpg the mlli-t-u

and making it a nucleus for a con-

tinental army. They insist that there
should be only two forces maintained In
the country, one the regular army, which
should be maintained at Its present high
standard, and the other a force of citi-
zen soldiers, which could be called out
as a reserve army for the regular troops.
It is not known whether the militia
board will take any action upon this vital
quebtlon. but it is assured that It will
come up for consideration at the meet-
ing of the National Guard Association in
San Francisco. The pupose of calling a
meeting of the executive committee of
the association at Washington at this

officers, had
tnr association when it
convenes In San Francisco.

"Assistant Secretary of War Henry 8.
Breckinridge and Brig. Gen. Albert L.
Mills. U. S A., chief of the Division of
Militia Affairs, as representatives of the
War Department win attend the Na-

tional Guard meeting. This will prob-
ably be the most important meeting In
the history of the association and is apt
to have a very Important Influence on
the legislation to be enacted at the next
session of Congress. The Assistant Sec-
retary of War will probably urge the
association to indorse the plan of the
department for the organization of a
continental army. This will be coupled
with an Indorsement of the militia pay
bill, and an effort wU be made to line
Up the "National Guard behind the entiro
program of the War Department.

"The session is apt to be a stormy one.
as the National Guard officers are by
no means of one as to what
legislation should be enacted. Recently
there has been a growing sentiment In
favor of compulsory military training
among National Guardsmen. A resolu-
tion of this character will probably be
Introduced and will have some strong
supporters. In some quarters It Is be-

lieved that It will be
"The General Staff of the army, and as

far as that is concerned practically every
In the army, favors universal mili-

tary training. If Congress should ask
the General Staff's opinion upon this sub-

ject It would receive a strong report In
favor of compulsory military training.
National Guardsmen who have been con-

sidering the militia, from a broad national
defense standpoint of the same opin-

ion. Anything of this la a defiance
of expert opinion and a concession to
civilian Ignorance ..and prejudice which
wholly disregards the 'plain teaching of
current experience on the battlefields of
Europe.' '
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GERMAN GAS BOMBS CAPTURED BY FRENCH
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An interesting picture, the first to reach this countrj. showing German gas shells, which, upon exploding, distribute the deadly gas which
has produced such ghastK effects upon the French, British, and Belgian troops. These shells were collected by the French after they had
driven the Germans from stronghold in the Champagne country.

Sea and Aerial Supremacy

"As the weeks pass and aerial attacks
and defense devolop and become more
effectUe and decisive," says the United
Sen-Ic- e Gazette of London, "It is becoin-i- n:

abundantly clear that if the maxi-
mum of efficiency is to be obtained from
a certain (standard of sea power, then
sea power mutt be closely associated
with a high level of aerial efficiency.
The nation w hich w ould bo supreme on

It A tAJ1 lei inlvA A lhVffH41'it dia auwet uiou n;uur its eupivtuawj an
the air. Fortunately the British ad-
miralty grasped this fact the moment
they had been moved to take up the
subject of seriously, and the
then first lord. Mr. Churchill, himself
qualified as a practical air pilot

"Having the money, the factories, the
mechanical genius, the enterprise, and
the eourazc suitable for the prosecution
and advancement of this nw- - branch of
our lighting ervic. we have been bl
to nuke headway in the development of
aerial machines and gain experience by
experiment in a way that no other nation
except our French allies has either at-
tempted or achieved. No less than

the French flying men have,
shown an apltitude for aerial matters
which amounts to genius, and there is no
longer any dispute as to their aerial
ascendancy in every theater In which
this terrible struggle is being fought
out- - Their is so
and obvious that it Is no longer disputed
ecn bv the Germans themselves, who
do not easily pav tribute to the qualities
of their opponents in an held of war
activity.

"Of equal Importance with the fact
that enemies have grarped and
admit serial supremacy, it is clear
that in the British navy no new branch
of a flchtlng service ever experienced
less resistance Irom rctrogresslxely in-

clined seniors than the Royal Naal
n!ng Corps has from the moment of
Its introduction. This is the more sur-
prising and welcome when it is borne In
mind that only a few years before the
first seaplane appearedhe whole weight
nf ttiA innatn Hfitnivr 'nf innnvntton.4

time is to obtain a definite statement J h'ld by a large number of senior natal
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the progress that experts were tryln
to make In gunnery and scientific Ashl-
ing apparatus generally, and for the
abolition of that stindard of efficiency
which old fogies beleteved coul only
rest with an atmosphere of misapplied
energy commonly known among gunnery
and torpedo men as spit and polish.

"The submarine, too. had been
scoffed at and derided by those who
could Hcarcely mention them without
showing their disgust, and who would
never concede that practical fighting
could be carried out by hitting below
the belt. At every step and turn
these old seamen, during a period of
brisk evolution at the end of the last
and the beginning of the present cen-
tury brought to bear retrograde and
narrow- - minds on the scientific pro
posals of a new school of progressive
men who were, fortunately for Brit-
ain, rapidly waking up a navy which
was resting Its supremacy largely on
its reputation combined with apathy
and somnolence. Happily the old
school had lost and the new school
had won when air machines first call-
ed for attention, in the realm of fight-
ing apparatus.

"It Is not to be wondered at. there-
fore. If the progress of overhead
fighting machines has been infinitely
more rapid, comparatively, than the
development of underwater craft
proved to be In, a previous generation.
With the former all hands have tried
to help It forward, while in the case
of the submarine a large number of
officers were decidedly antagonistic
the majority apathetic, and only a
few enthusiastic Nothing could be
more fortunate under these circum-
stances than that, once started. Eng-
land should early realize that aerial
supremacy is the natural and es
sential concomitant of sea power. It
was action founded on this belief that
has placed us In our present aerial
position, which even France will not
resent our calling the foremost In the
world. (

"The aerial patrols along the coasts
and the submarine; hunting; In the
offing' and narrow praters 'are already
organized and linked up' wtjr marine
patrols In suchN a way as to make
them almost a common force. ,and ev-
ery month etta some development., of
the principle that the naval flying
corps Is a service In Itself rather
than a" branch or-ar- of a service.

The French understand the possibili-
ties of separate aerial attack hm well.
If not even better than ourselves and
have practiced it continually ever
since we initiated attack hj aerial
squadrons and fleets by weeplng
down on German warships at an
epoch-makin- g raid directed against
Cuxhaven In the early months of the
war"

District Signal Corps

The Signal Corps company's
classes ?n semaphore. heliograph,
four-fo- ot flag and buzzer work, are
progressing rapidly, and Indications
are that before next camp the out-
fit will be In shape to handle any-
thing that comes along Many of the
members of the telegraph clauses are
tak'ing buzzers home In order to prac-
tice, ard their Improvement Is quite
noticeable

The company has purchased a talk-
ing machine and now is considering
the purchase of a pool table

be
the annual election of officers, and
it Is expected the company will
turn out.

Master Signal Electrician Lansford
is busy transferring the radio set to
the L Street Armory, for exhibition
purposes at the military tournament
to be held In February.

First Pergt Winters has been ap-
pointed a special officer, with Juris-
diction in the Armory. 60 far he has

been obliged to exercise his au-
thority as the size and glitter of
new badge have overawed all would-b- e

law breakers.
Last Tuexday night chiefs of sec- -

tions were handed a list of questions.
to be in writing next Tues- -
day night These questions pertain to
the handling and equipment of thetr
sections, and J re designed to bring
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absentees are not more careful, some the later battleships. The es

In the shape of summary ufacture' of powder for navy has
will handed out. 'now reached the state that does

Study Lead Poisoning

The commandant of the Boston navy
yard has approved the publication of

sanitary bulletin by the medical
officer of that station. Medical In-
spector N J. Blackwood. V S. N This
bulletin will contain current informa-
tion on sanitary and hygienic mat-
ters which will be of use to the med-
ical ottic-r- of visiting ships and pur-vo- n

of food and milk to those liv-
ing in the as well as the messes
on the ships

Inasmuch S"" lead poisoning has
been classed' among the injuries for
which compensation must be paid by
the government, and in lew of the
fact that nearly all workers in lead
suffer from this condition at one time
or another in the course of their oc-

cupation. was deemed advisable
and no more than rlehL that the gov- -

Tuesday night will the time for emen h?uId ,De P1"':? the

entire

there

not
his

answered

yard

extent of Knowing a man
was or was not suffering from this
condition before he was employed In
the yard.

Upon the suggestion of the medi-
cal officer of the yard the command-
ant therefore ordered that all lead
uorkers now employed and all ap
plicants for work in the future should

and examinations are now made of
blood, gums, reflexes, ar.d any other
parts which may indicate the pres-
ence of lead In the system.

More Cold Storage

their knowledge of their duties. ' Upon the recommendation of the
It Is the Intention of Capt Terry to! naval general board It has been

the "non-com- take a regular cided to establish no more magazine
correspondence course this winter. refrigeration on board vessels of the

Attendance has fallen off somewhat navy This will not apply to
during the pjst few weeks, and If the Oklahoma and Nevada, but will
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In addition to this development
of ammunition, there has been an ex-

tension In the use of electrical aux
iliaries by which it now possible
to make less use of communicating
steam pipes, which hitherto,

placed In close
to the magazines on board

ship. Influence upon the temper-
ature of the magazines rendered It
imperative that there should be In-

stalled a system of refrigeration In
order that the contents of the mag-
azines might be kept at desirably
low- - uniform temperature The
new conditions make It possible to
discontinue the Installation of the re-
frigerating system so as it is
needed to affect the temperature of
magaxiner. There will be. conse-
quently, a corresponding saving of
weight

Would Protect Divers

The frequent necessity for diving In
recovering: torpedoes varying
depths of water within present
ranges has suggested to some of the

desirabilitv

been given to it-- It is believed
the training of personnel In this sub-
ject is deplorably inadequate, and
that unnecessary fatality is apt to
result from ignorance or disregard of
the elementary of physics
Involved. Jr

I-- e knowledge that man has de-

scended to thirty-fiv- e or more fathoms
without appreciable injury em-
boldened some who. with the con-
fidence born of ignorance, do not

to a diver down without
previous physical examination of the
diver, without test of the pump to
Insure the delivery of a volume of

The picture shows an Italian machine' gun squad one of the strategical positions the Alps,
in one of the passes'Jt is almost, impossible for an enemy to dislodge the of the

air necessary to life at the
depth an'd under the pressure that
the work la to be' done, without knowl-
edge or "realization of. conditions
causing- "squeeze." vand without ap-

preciation of the necessity of decom-
pression at a rate proportionate- - to
the submergence and of de-

scent. It la believed that the relative-
ly Infrequent casualties to divers in
the riavy In the past have been due
more' to good fortune and shoal wa-

ter than to appreciation of conditions
of pressure and skillful use of tested
apparatus of known efficiency.

West Point Notes

West Point. N. Y.. Oct-- thur

Yager, governor of Porto Rico, arrived
recently and was glyen a salute of sev-

enteen guns. Gov. and Mrs. Yager and
Miss Yager were guests of CoL and Mrs.
Willcox for the J. On Satuiday
Col. and Mrs. WKicox entertained with
two dinners for their guests, one In hon-
or of Gov. and Mrs. Yager and the other
at their horn for Miss Yager.

Asked to meet Gov. and Mrs. Yager
at dinner wee and Mesdames
Townsley. Gordon. Stuart. Mrs. Ore
Hunt. MaJ. I. U Hunt, of Washington:
Capt. and Mrs. Carter. Capt. and Mrs.
Relhers. and L.leut. ana airs. House-
holder.

Mrs. H. Randall Webb chaperoned the
dinner glcn for Miss Tagcr. other
guests being Miss Webb. Miss Shaw.
Miss Alma Louise Hodges. Cadets Scho- -

1 field. James. Kuhn. Mallory. Gordon.
I and Helncr.
, CoL Tovneley and Mai Tlmberlake
spent a couple of days in Washington

I last week
I Mr Santos-Dumon- t. theXaviator; Mr.
Henry Wood. Col. W. R. Liver- -
more, of Catsklll. and MaJ. Hunt, of
Washington, were recent visitors.

Army and Navy Jottings

In a. report received at the Navy De-
partment concerning the observations of
an officer attached to one of the battle-
ships, the following comment is made:

"When weather conditions perjnlt. It Is
desirable to have as many as possible
sleep on deck under awnings or well pro-

tected 'from dampness. Sleeping In the
open air is preferred to any compart-
ment! no matter how good the artificial
ventilation Members of the engineer

are. as a more free from dis-
eases than the rest of the crew, despite
the fact that they are on deck very little.
This Is attributed to the fart that they
have a good air supply while working
and more especially to the fact that

work calls for one or two dally
baths. r

Jlen are prone to naKe down on
I been by of deck instead of with hammocks awing
what amounts a con-- 1 Ing. and cold weather this leads to
ditlon . colds and tonsllitls The Is a habl- -
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Wise

force role,

their

ship
tatlon. especially on the third or berth
deck, and the compartments below are
far from perfect and many men from
their work have little access to the fresh
air Many faults In ventilation will al-

ways exist on board a battleship, and
the most Important thing Is to make the
most of the facilities presented by the
gradual Instruction of the men In the
navy In the simple rules of hygiene in
order to avoid preventable diseases."

Several organizations at Texas City
rented by the month pool tables whichur 1nt In Ih. . f Anr.i. YiS

Cav- - action
airy, the machine gun platoon, Twen

Infantn. and Company E of
the Twent-sevent- h Infantry were
among organizations renting pool

the tables were destro3ed and swept
away and never recovered Still another

was greatly damaged water,
but was from the wreckage re-
sulting from the storm. The owner of
the tables sought recover the amount
of his losses from the various

but the War Department has de-

cided that the damage was the result of
an Inevitable accident, and the owner
was unable to establish the fact that
the organizations had undertaken to In

naval surgeons the that ,- -- , ,ki t i tht-f-r-.t-t

No

decision

hesi-
tate
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The Paymaster General of the navy is
to be known in the future, during the
Incumbency of the present official, by
simple title of "Mr MeGowan " That
democratic officer on a recent official
weekly Inspection was addressed by the
following titles- - "Admiral." "General."

and "Chief." to men-
tion more personal names by his
acquaintances.

official order has been Issued which
sets forth this situation and contains the
following suggestion:

"Therefore. I should be much gratified
If there might from this time forward

JSVITH THE ITALIANS IN THE MOUNTAINS
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holding
mountain defenders position.

"Paymaster."

With a raoid-fir- e eun of this sort

uniform observance of the followta
notice issued to (and Initiated by) alt
oficersand .others shortly after I cams
here Jn July. 1311: Aa 'Paymaster Gen-
eral U a long and somewhat cumber-
some term by which to address anybody
orally. I shall particularly appreciate If
yoa will please call me llr. McGowan. "

' The ollve-dra- b cotton cloth received
from the United States for troops In the
Philippine Islands for the manufactur
of Philippine scout uniforms Is reported
as fading somewhat In shade. The local
manufacture of scout uniforms- - a's to
workmanship and cost Is a success, and
it is believed to be the most satisfactory
manner of furnishing them. Experiments
have been made by the officer In charrre
of the army laundry at Manila looking
toward the securing of a suitable Jre for
the stock of khaki clothing, hi the hands
of troops In the Islands In order to brlnfc
it all to a standard color. It U believed
that a suitable dye has been secured, and
recommendations have been made for ob

the necessary authority to have
this clothing dyed. This Is considered
especially desirable, as the lack of uni-
formity In the color of the cotton serv-
ice uniform Issued, in the Philippines Is
the subject of much criticism.

Annapolis Notes

Annapolis. Md.. Oct. "JO. With the of-
ficial receptions of Mrs. E. W. Eberle,
wife of Supt. Eberle. of the Naval
Academy, and of Mrs. Louis M. Nulton.
wife of Commandant of Midshipmen Nul-
ton. and with the midshipmen's hops and
the dances at Carvel on Saturday after-
noons, the academic salutatory festivities
and society entertainments have" been in-
augurated.

Mrs. Eberle held her second official re-
ception at the superintendent's quarters
Wednesday afternoon. She was assisted

Mrs. James G. Field, wife of Medjcal
Director Field, U. S. N-- . and Mrs. Georgo
W. Laws, wife of Commander Laws. I S.
N. The young ladles aiding In the func-
tion were Miss Edith McCormick. daugh-
ter of Medical Director A. D. M McCor-
mick. V. S. N.. the Misses Christy,
daughters of Commander H. IL Christy.
U. S. N.. and Miss Ramsay, daughter
of Pay Inspector Martin 3L Ramsay. U.
B. N.

Mrs. Wilbur R. Van Auken, wire of
Lieut. Van Auken. V. S. N.. will spend
the winter here at the Peggy Stewart. Inn.

Lieutenant Commander J. O. Richard-
son. U. 8. N.. and Mrs. Richardson are
visiting Lieut. R. C. U. S. N.. and
Mrs. Parker.

Action taken by the three upper classes
of midshipmen Insures that hazing Is atan end at the Naval Academy, accord-
ing to the statements of officials of thoso
classes. The midshipmen have decided,
with practical unanimity, that the time
has come when hazing should cease atthe Institution, and they state that haz-
ing has now actually stopped.

The hazing system sprung at the
academy about the civil war period, ac-
cording to the local tradition, and has.except for short Intervals, been actively
practiced ever since.

As the result of a recent investigation
seven were dismissed
about twenty-fiv-e others severely pun- -i
Isheri for Sfla nf havinir T

It Is understood that no formal reso-
lution was passed, but that t.i midship-
men acted In surh a wnv as to tml. ie
clear that a midshipman who haxed
henceforth would be rolnir mmlmr th
deliberate sentiment of the student horiv- -

and would incur its
Tne midshipmen were anxious that

The regimental exchange, the Sixth 'helr should not b made public,
the

the

by

the

not
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be
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but admitted tonlrht that It hrt K,taken.
The authorities of the academv aregreatly pleased bv the sood feeiln.. kik

tables at fixed rates per month. Two of4exls,s among the midshipmen the absence,

table

to
organiza-

tions,

intimate

ApH

talnlng

Parker.

midshipmen

displeasure.

of class antipathies, and the evident a..
sire of the midshipmen to maintain dis-
cipline and high Ideals at the academy.

Fort Myer Notes

Fort Myer. Va.. Oct. SO --Capt Morris:E. Locke has left for San Antonio andwill later be stationed in San Francisco
a aid to Gen. J Franklin BelL

Mrs. Connell. wife of Capt. William M.
ConnelL has returned from New York.

An Informal hop recently was held atthe Officers" Club.
Lieut. Homer M. Groninger and Troop

K will leave next week to participate
in the Madison Square Horse Show-Mr-

William D. Forsyth has returnedafter vislth-i- her mother. Mrs. Dockery.
of Mississippi.

Mrs. D H Scott has as her guest
her mother. Mrs. McLellan, of St. Louis.Capt. Duncan Elliot entertained at din-
ner on Tuesday.

Mrs. Robert M. Barton gave a supper
recently for the joung people of the
post.

I Dr. and Mrs. Clemens w. McMillan
were luncheon guests at the Chevy Chato
Club.

I MaJ. and Mrs. Manus McCIotkey had
J dinner recently for MaJ. and Mrs.
cnaries p. Summer-al- l and Maj. James
F. HalL

Gen. and Mrs. Hugh L. Scott have
visiting them their son. Mr Merrill
Rcott. who has Just returned from
Mexico.

Enthusiasts from the post who at-

tended the ride held In Rock Creek Far.Sunday Included MaJ Manus'McCloskey.
Capts. Elliot and Foercher. Dr. G E.
Griffin. Sirs. Foerster. SItss Slma
Tauscher. Mls O'Keefe. Lieut, and Mrs.
Thurber and Lieut, and Mrs. Parker

Mrs. W. C Helmers and small daugh-
ter, who have been visiting Chaplain
Timothy P O'Keefe. left recently for
their home In Kansas City. 5Io.

A special drill was given last wreek fer-
tile postmasters ind postmistresses who
attended the convention held In Wash-
ington.

Capt. Charles S. Haight win take his
splendid jumping horse to the Madison
Square Horse Show.

Norfolk Navy Yard

Norfolk. Va-- Oct. 10. Mrs. Mark L.
Bristol and Mrs. Reginald F. Nichol-
son, guests of Admiral and Mrs.
Frank E. Beatty. have returned to
Washington.

Mrs. John A. Le Jeune and Ml"
Ellis Le Jeune. guest of Mrs. Claude
Murdaugh. Portsmouth, have returned
to their home In Washington. D. f"

Miss Janet Crose. of Brookline.
Mass- - is the guest of Miss Anne Fos-
ter. Portsmouth.

Miss Jean Jervey left recently to
spend two weeks at West Point and
later visit friends In New Tork and
Washington.

Miss Meta Wlggs. guest oX her
cousin. MaJ. Pierce Stevens. U S. A .
near Washington. D. C. has returned
to Portsmouth. ;

Mrs. L. W. Clark, of Washington.
Is the guest of Miss Virginia. Lynch.

Lieut, and Mrs. Paul wlll
soon leave for Port Roal. S, C. for
station. 'Ensign and Mrs. Justin McC Killer
and little son have left Portsmouth-fo- r

Washington.
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